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Te Awa Kairangi / Hutt River Catchment 

There are 12 sub-catchments within the Te Awa Kairangi/Hutt River Harbour Catchment, most of which flow into the 

Te Awa Kairangi/Hutt River, the major river system in Te Whanganui-a-Tara, as shown in Figure D 1 to  Figure D 4. 

The land use within the catchment varies significantly. Water supply areas and regional parks feature large areas of 

native vegetation, while grassland and peatland dominate the Tangaroa Valley side on the river’s eastern side. The 

Western Hills are a mix of grassland, exotic forest, native vegetation, and urban areas, while the entire length of the 

valley floor is heavily urbanised. State Highway 2 and the railway shadow the river from Lower Hutt to the base of the 

Remutaka Range.  

The lower part of the Te Awa Kairangi/Hutt River enters Te Whanganui-a-Tara/Wellington Harbour via the Waiwhetū 

Awa. While the lower reach of the Waiwhetū Awa is heavily channelised and polluted, the mid-range of the awa still 

retains āhua (natural character), and considerable investment in its restoration has brought the community together.  

 

       

Figure D 1 Map showing Hutt City Catchments  Figure D 2 Map showing Upper Hutt City Catchments 
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Figure D 3 Map showing the Stormwater network in  Figure D 4 Map showing the outstanding water Hutt City 
 bodies, Ngā Taonga Nui-a-Kīwa and aquatic sites with 
 significant mana whenua values identified (Sch A-C of 
 NRP) 

 

Current State 

Te Awa Kairangi and Waiwhetū are typical of heavily urbanised catchments, with urban development and 

encroachment, channelisation, pathogens and stormwater contaminants degrading its water quality. The aquifer, 

which is an essential source of the current water supply system, is also at risk of being contaminated by the city above 

it.  

Most of the urbanised lower reaches of the Hutt Valley is serviced by a piped stormwater network. Under Schedule H2 

of the NRP waterways that are prioritised for improvement of fresh and coastal water quality for contact recreation 

and mana whenua customary use include, Te Awa Kairangi/Hutt River, and Wainuiomata River. 

Monitoring results 1 from the Stage 1 Global Stormwater Discharge Consent shown in Figure D 5 and Error! Reference 

source not found. indicate better water in the upper reaches of the Hutt River, but other sites have poor water quality 

in regards to E. coli, copper, zinc and nutrients, shown in  Table D 1 and Table D 2. 

 
1 Stormwater Monitoring Plan Annual Report 2020-2021 
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Figure D 5 Monitoring locations for the Stage 1  Figure D 6 Monitoring locations for the Stage 1 Global 
Stormwater Discharge Consent in Hutt City Global Stormwater Discharge Consent in Upper Hutt 
catchments. Catchments 

 

Table D 1 Overview of receiving environment water quality across the Hutt River catchments, based on monitoring 
data collected for the Stage 1 Global Stormwater Monitoring consent (Stormwater Monitoring Plan Annual Report 
2021-2022). 

Water Quality 
parameter 

Hutt 
@Te 
Marua 
Lakes 

Hutt 
@Manor 
Park 

Hutt 
@Boulcott 

Hutt 
@Silverstream 

Hutt 
@Melling 
Bridge 

Petone Beach 

E. coli (freshwater, 
NPS attribute state) 

A D D B E NM 

E. coli (freshwater, 
NRP O18-95%ile 
<540) 

Met Not met Not met Met Not met NM 

Enterococci (coastal 
water recreation, 
NRP 018-95%ile 
<540) 

NM NM NM NM NM Not met 

Dissolved reactive 
phosphorus (NRP 
attribute state) 

A A A NM NM NM 

Nitrate-N (nutrient, 
ANZG 2018) 

Met Not met Not met NM NM NM 

Nitrate-N (toxicity 
NPS attribute state) 

A A A NM NM NM 

Ammonia-N (toxicity 
NPS attribute state) 

A A A NM NM NM 
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Water Quality 
parameter 

Hutt 
@Te 
Marua 
Lakes 

Hutt 
@Manor 
Park 

Hutt 
@Boulcott 

Hutt 
@Silverstream 

Hutt 
@Melling 
Bridge 

Petone Beach 

Dissolved copper 
(ANZG 2018) 

NM Met Met NM NM NM 

Dissolved zinc (ANZG 
2018) 

NM Met Met NM NM Not met 

Note:  The current state summary provided above is an indicative assessment based on the results of one or more individual 
sites reflecting the dominant condition of the waterbody. As instream conditions may differ between sites within a water 
body the reader is directed to the source document for site specific benchmarking against the NRP, NPS and ANZG. 
NM=Not measured. 

 

Table D 2 Overview of receiving environment water quality across Black Creek and the Hutt River Tributaries, based on 
monitoring data collected for the Stage 1 Global Stormwater Monitoring consent (Stormwater Monitoring Plan Annual 
Report 2021-2022). 

Water Quality 
parameter 

Black 
Creek 

Opahu 
Stream 

Hulls 
Creek 

Stokes V. Stream Te Mome 
Stream 

Waiwhetu 
Stream 

E. coli (freshwater, 
NPS attribute state) 

E E E E E E 

E. coli (freshwater, 
NRP O18-95%ile 
<540) 

Not met Not met Not met Not met Not met Not met 

Enterococci (coastal 
water recreation, 
NRP 018-95%ile 
<540) 

NM NM NM NM NM NM 

Dissolved reactive 
phosphorus (NRP 
attribute state) 

D NM D D NM C 

Nitrate-N (nutrient, 
ANZG 2018) 

Not met NM Not met Not met NM Not met 

Nitrate-N (toxicity 
NPS attribute state) 

A NM A A NM NM 

Ammonia-N (toxicity 
NPS attribute state) 

B NM B B NM NM 

Dissolved copper 
(ANZG 2018) 

Not met Not met Not met Not met NM Not met 

Dissolved zinc (ANZG 
2018) 

Not met Not met Not met Not met NM Not met 

Note:  The current state summary provided above is an indicative assessment based on the results of one or more individual 
sites reflecting the dominant condition of the waterbody. As instream conditions may differ between sites within a water 
body the reader is directed to the source document for site specific benchmarking against the NRP, NPS and ANZG. 
NM=Not measured. 

What is currently being done to support our journey to wai ora? 

The Riverlink project in Hutt City in the case study below highlights several challenges and opportunities for 

stormwater management where the available space to incorporate and retrofit water quality devices is limited within 

the existing urban footprint. 



6 
 

 

Case Study 5: Riverlink Project (Belmont Wetland) 

In the River Link project location there is no treatment of stormwater discharges to the Te Awa Kairangi/Hutt 

River. The proposed stormwater design for the Riverlink Project at the Belmont Wetland includes treatment of 

discharges from the area of the highway upgrade, the railway station development, the new bridge and areas of 

road narrowing and carpark upgrade. The addition of treatment at Belmont Wetland will result in a reduction in 

the contaminant load discharged to the Te Awa Kairangi/Hutt River. This will result in improvements in water 

quality in the receiving environment, particularly during and immediately following rainfall events. 
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