 Submission to WCC about ‘Minor’ Consent Changes, Omaroro Reservoir 20/3/20     Mary Hutchinson

1. I endorse the written views of John Bishop, and Frank Cook.

2. I am focussing on the changes entailing the Bell Rd Bypass Valve Chambers, and the Waitangi Stream Tributary Buffer Zone; and I’m assuming in doing this, it is correct that the combined effects of these on the Waitangi Stream Tributary can be seen as a whole?

3. My views primarily stem from a concern that the ecological state of this Tributary will be significantly degraded by allowing these two changes to proceed, the key aspects being (a) the loss of 3 m of open stream by culverting, and modification of a further 2 m of its length, and, (b) that the values ascribed to this stream in the original Ecological assessment, and subsequently, have been underestimated.

4. I note that the Tributary was assessed as having “moderate ecological value” when assessed in 2017 (Boffa Mikell), because it is a rare open stream remnant of the once much larger Waitangi Stream, most of which runs in underground culverts. Additionally, the presence of Koura (native freshwater crayfish, classified nationally as “at risk – declining”), contributed to the assessment level. I dispute the ascribed level of ecological value as being too low, because there is expert opinion (personal communication Dr Mike Joy 2018), that the correct tool, namely the Stream Ecological Valuation (SEV) should have been used instead of the Physical Habitat Assessment (PHA). (NB. this applies to the assessment done on the Papawai Stream also)

5. During the March 2018 Oral Submission RMA hearing for the Reservoir project, in a discussion between one of the Commissioners and an expert witness, a comment was made by the witness along the lines of: ‘if this stream (the Tributary) is touched at all (by reservoir construction) it will be degraded (further)’.

6. I thus restate my request to Wellington Water’s representatives for the project for a second ecological opinion to be obtained, which has been declined to date.

7. Loss of an open section of the Tributary sets a very concerning precedent in an era of increasing scientific and public concern about indigenous species habitat loss and its implications for the biosphere. If it goes ahead, I request off-setting for all relevant losses caused by the Reservoir Project.

8. I have heard conflicting views from officials and contractors regarding environmental off-setting for harms caused to the Tributary, as to whether they can only occur in this stream/catchment, or in/near the wider project site, and would ask that this be clarified.

9. Lastly, how can the public trust the Reservoir planning process as a whole, especially with respect to ecological protections, when it appears that no proper prior consideration was given to these THREE SIGNIFICANT ADDITIONS now being made to the plans? 


Nga mihi nui, 

Mary Hutchinson, 
Papawai Stream Group representative, for the Omaroro Reservoir Community Representative Group (CRG)  0273198126
