Omaroro Reservoir: Consent Changes

The proposals in the Feb 2020 paper entitled “Wellington Water Assessment of Environmental Effects, Omaroro Reservoir Notice of Requirement” have been noted.
I have very carefully considered the issues as covered in the document and in recent discussions including the on-site meeting held Tuesday 10 March 2020. 	
The issues raised by Mary Hutchinson and Frank Cook are of concern as they properly raise questions that have not as yet been fully answered. I support those concerns.
For my part as Chairman of the Friends of the Wellington Town Belt I believe it is essential all parties involved in assessing any issues relating to the proposed reservoir must remember the following:
· The over-riding responsibilities on the Wellington City Council with respect to the Wellington Town Belt (the Town Belt) as provided for in section 4 of the Wellington Town Belt Act 2016 includes the requirements to ensure protection and enhancement of the Town Belt (for future generations) and protection and enhancement of the landscape character of the Town Belt.
· These stated responsibilities take precedence over any consent conditions granted relating to the reservoir or proposed under the Resource Management Act 1991.
Current conclusion
The list of proposed Minor Consent Variations intended is not supported.
In particular, the need for consent to cover works to strengthen the existing access from Dorking Road to allow emergency and infrequent vehicle access to the roof of the reservoir, once constructed, is not supported.
Such emergency and infrequent access to the roof of the reservoir as envisaged in the documentation provided to date, could be achieved by other means such as by helicopter with the result that there would be no intrusive work and no permanent visual minor impact.
Action requested
Further discussion and consideration of the current intentions.

John Bishop
Chair
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